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Note to Self 

Dear Connor, 

I’ve laid the groundwork. In four short years, you’ll be in a position to attain what we’ve both only 

dreamed of. I’ve climbed the rungs of the educational ladder as a testament to your future. With 

so few rungs remaining, I can’t help but imagine what you’ve built for us at the top. Which of our 

dreams have you realized, I wonder? Have you started the business? Written the book? Travelled 

the globe? Perhaps, in the wake of our triumph over academia, you’ve started building a legacy. 

Or maybe four years weren’t enough, and you’ve chosen to instead further expand your intellectual 

repertoire before setting off into the unknown. Could it be possible that, in the span of four years, 

you’ve altered your course? Many have faltered before you. It’s not that unusual to hear of 

someone overestimating his capabilities, succumbing to work overload, and eventually burning 

out. Those people, when faced with a challenge, did not persist in their efforts. Rather than remain 

resolute in their aspirations, they chose to give up; they did not persevere. Do not be like those 

people. 

When challenged, the thought of throwing in the towel doesn’t even occur to me. Maybe I’m 

misconstruing stubbornness for diligence, but I truly believe I’ve accomplished all I have because 

I’ve been unwilling to give up. I believe my success over the next four years will be determined 

by that same quality.  

Bear this in mind, Connor: your success, much like my own, will be determined by your ability to 

persevere. You may recall the Mexican outlaw Tuco from The Good, the Bad and the Ugly—one 

of our favorite films. In the film, Tuco puts forth an astonishing amount of effort to locate a cache 

of buried Confederate gold. He’s taken captive by Union soldiers, steals a man’s identity, and 

blows up a bridge. In the end, Tuco’s efforts net him half the gold— a respectable $100,000, to be 

exact.  

Now, by no means am I claiming you should adopt Tuco’s moral compass. Without a doubt, the 

character is immensely crooked. His means of acquisition are, in short, reprehensible. However, 

Tuco is persistent, and it is tenacity in the face of repeated obstruction of his goal that enables him 

to persevere in the end.  

You may feel obligated to change your aspirations based on the feelings of those around you. 

You’ll be told that your ideals are impossible to achieve, and you’ll feel pressured to work towards 

goals that you have no interest in because other people think you’d have a better shot at success. 

Do not disregard their opinions entirely, but do not feel pressured to alter your path because 

someone else has tried to make you feel that you should. Tuco had numerous opportunities to 

change his course, but he never did. Even when he was down in the proverbial muck, he stuck to 

his guns and was eventually successful. Should you adopt Tuco’s approach to success, it will be a 

difficult task to stop you from accomplishing your goals. After all, with this frame of mind, each 

‘failure’ is just another detour on the road to eventual accomplishment. This method has worked 

thus far for me, and I’ve no doubt in my mind that through it, you could attain any dream you 

desire.  

Make Us Proud; Remain Diligent. 

Connor Colabella 
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