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Our Common Core Task Force and Special Education Students 

 

Kyle Sweezy 

 

184 Waverly Avenue 

Medford, NY 11763 

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo 

Governor of New York State 

NYS State Capitol Building 

Albany, NY 12224 

 

Dear Governor Cuomo: 

 

I am writing to you in hopes of raising awareness of pressures of Common Core Task Force 

standards on special education students and teachers. Although Common Core standards are to be 

met by all students within schooling from kindergarten to twelfth grade, these standards should 

not apply to students with special needs for education because of their variety of learning 

capabilities. This concern applies to my mother because she is a special education teacher and as 

I observed her lesson plans last year, I realized that this is a moral issue affecting students and 

teachers. It is difficult for students with learning disabilities to keep up with the grade level 

curriculum that is being enforced in many states, including New York. 

 

As you stated in “Governor Cuomo Discusses the Common Core Task Force” video, “Education 

is about the kids.” I believe that everyone can agree with this statement although other ideas just 

do not live up to that statement. You also stated: “The goal was to ensure that all students have 

access to high standards that prepare them for college and for the workforce and that every child, 

in every zip code, has a quality education.” Making the public aware that this notion is in the past 

is great but it shouldn’t have been that way in the first place. Special education students are 

currently placed in a moral epidemic that is constantly shifting the weight of their futures. With 

the concentration of high standards in order to receive a “quality education,” it makes the learning 

process static with little consideration for the special education students. High standards only 

produce statistics that don’t really exemplify the true meaning of education. Another statement 

that you made in the video was “The evidence of failure is everywhere.” Even though you were 

referring to the previous Common Core standards, the word “failure” should not have been used 

in this context because education should not be focused on the concept of failure. The consideration 

of special education students and teachers is vital for a constructive and complete learning 

experience in New York State. 

 

My mother, Amy Sweezy, has been a special education teacher in New York for more than twenty 

years. I conducted an interview via e-mail with her about her personal experience with the 

Common Core standards. When I asked her about the difficulty of applying Common Core 

standards to her students, she replied, “The expectation that ‘grade level’ curriculum be taught to 

students who are functioning significantly below grade level is preposterous to say the least; it 

places undue stress on both the students and teachers.” After considering her remarks, I most 

definitely agree with her. Grades should not be as prominent to special education students as they 

are to other students. The instruction of special education students should focus on progress and 



New Voices, New Visions 2016 
 

improvement without the burden of failure and grade requirements. Perhaps a separate grading 

system that is unique and adapts to the needs of particular students can be used. Another question 

that I asked her was about the idea of having Common Core standards exclude special education 

students. She replied, 

 

I think the Common Core needs to be re-examined as a whole. I do not believe it 

is necessary to exclude all special education students from Common Core 

standards, but I do believe that the standards should be altered to better fit the needs 

of the special education population. This could possibly be accomplished by 

creating a separate Common Core Task force to address special education and the 

unique needs of these students. 

 

Developing an alternate Common Core program for special education students would definitely 

alleviate their current situation due to finding common ground with the Common Core Task Force 

in general. My mother provoked a powerful response to this issue; because of her experience, her 

views of the special education system should be considered. 

 

There have also been studies nationwide relating to the impact of Common Core on special 

education students. According to Melinda M. Leko from the Department of Special Education at 

the University of Kansas, special education students nationwide are being prepared for a planned 

out future the suits a fully functioning student. As a result, this is affecting the special education 

teachers’ way of converging the general education standards and helping the students with their 

basic needs (Leko 27). Although this study surveyed the impact on teachers specifically, the 

students are also being affected by the Common Core standards. Audrey Figueroa Murphy and 

Elizabeth Haller from St. John’s University in New York interviewed teachers of students with 

disabilities and English language learners to investigate the impact of the Common Core State 

Standards on students across the nation. An anonymous interview with a teacher who taught 

students with disabilities for twelve years showed that the teacher observed the trends of the 

students, and concluded that students with disabilities need personal engagement with the topics 

that they learn. The teacher also said that group work is vital for the learning experience that caters 

to the variety of needs of these students and, furthermore, the Common Core State Standards drift 

the students away from this type of learning (Murphy 516). In my opinion, group participation is 

absolutely necessary for any classroom setting with any variety of learning capabilities. The 

Common Core State Standards are not just affecting New York State but our nation as well. 

 

As the preceding remarks show, there needs to be close evaluation of the Common Core Task 

Force standards. The futures of these students are partially in your hands and although you are 

aiming for New York State to have a quality education, special education students and teachers 

are facing a moral epidemic; change is absolutely necessary. Proper aid for special education 

students within the education system presents more academic opportunities and lifelong 

experiences that will ultimately benefit their lives. I hope you consider this request and more 

importantly, consider that education is about experience and not statistics. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kyle Sweezy 
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