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Essay Cover Letter  

The research paper is the first element that appears because that it is my strongest 

argument. I decided to include an anecdote regarding my schedule for senior year to show how I 

have personally encountered a lack of liberal arts in my own high school. Next I proceeded to 

discuss the reasons why public schools do not have a wide variety of liberal arts programs, and 

argued against them. It was easier to tackle the counterargument first, and then go into the 

reasons why liberal arts need to be more prominent in public schools. I tried to keep my writing 

as organized as possible by stating an argument and then backing it up with a quote. For my 

poem I was inspired by own experiences and frustration with the public school system. As for 

the collage, I wanted to make something visually appealing that also conveyed a message. The 

comic is meant to be serious but it takes a slight dig at administrators in public schools. The 

more informative information is placed first in the collection so that the reader can better 

understand the visual elements.  
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Public Schools Need Fine & Liberal Arts 

By Alexandra Lakis 

Towards the end of my junior year of high school I was told that it was possible for me to 

graduate as a theater arts major. I would have been ecstatic, except there was no room left in my 

schedule. Therefore, I could not meet the requirements of, for example, an independent study. 

Instead, my schedule was packed with a bunch of mandatory classes that had nothing to do with 

the career I wanted to pursue. My guidance counselor did not, and I suppose could not, do much 

about the situation. I was disappointed to say the least.  

Even if I was able to fulfill the requirements to graduate from high school as a theater arts major, 

most of the classes I would have loved to take were not available at my school anyway. My 

school did offer acting and advanced acting classes, which I took, but the instructor for those 

classes was not very experienced. This made me nervous about auditioning for college theater 

programs in the future. Most college acting programs are highly competitive, with many 

accepting only twenty people or less. The fact that I was did not have the means available to me 

in high school to improve my acting skills made the auditioning process for college programs 

rather intimidating. Fine and Liberal arts are often neglected in public schools and not enforced 

nearly enough as they should be since the include subjects that helps students to gain a better 

understanding of the world.  

There are many reasons why American public schools do not deem the arts to be as important as 

other subjects. It is usually due to the mere opinion that these classes are not even worth offering 

because they are not practical, and a degree in fine or liberal arts often does not result in a high 

income job. In the article “Liberal Arts Education,” author Aurora Chang states, “Potential 

consumers of liberal arts education have grown leery of the practicality of a liberal arts 

education. The criticism of liberal arts colleges often revolves around the applicability of breadth 

versus depth in technical training that might better translate to a high-paying, meaningful career” 

(434). Certainly if colleges are expressing doubts about offering liberal arts classes, public 

schools at the secondary level are bound to do so as well. However, a meaningful career is not 

just about money. We cannot avoid the fact that in order to survive one must have a sufficient 

income to sustain themselves and, possibly, a family. But, money should not be the sole driving 

force in either the pursuit of a professional career or the education that gets you there. Many 

people choose educational pursuits and career paths based on their passion about a subject. 

Schools should not be so biased as to only offer classes that they think will allow their students 

to achieve an upper class status. Most people do not reach upper class status anyway, so schools 

should provide more educational options for people who wish to pursue diverse interests. 

The fine and liberal arts are also not as prominent in public schools due to a lack of funding and 

state-enforced educational requirements. States sometimes require schools to pull certain classes 

and programs in order to make room for new ones, and usually the arts is the first area to get cut. 

Author Mira Tweti raises this issue with regard to the High School of Art and Design in her 

article, “School’s Alumni and Staff Feel Its Art Emphasis Is Neglected”:  
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Years ago, state and city budget cuts began stripping away financing for art 

classes, and even in recent years when the budget has been robust, the money has 

been diverted to support increased instruction in subjects like science and history 

needed to pass the state Regents tests required of both vocational and academic 

students. (Tweti) 

If so much of the school’s funding was not required to pass these state exams, and was instead 

diverted to other programs, it would create more opportunities for arts students to receive a better 

education in the areas that interest them. The way in which the states decide which areas of 

education are over-looked is unfair. Each area should be given equal treatment. If they are going 

to make the art students take several math classes, perhaps the math students should have to take 

art classes as well. At a minimum, there should be more educational opportunities for public 

school students. 

Public schools may not recognize the importance of emphasizing liberal arts in their education 

systems, but there are plenty of reasons why they should do so. Subjects in the liberal arts are 

unlike the other, more technical subjects, because the arts call for greater creativity and self-

awareness. Studying the arts forces students to apply critical thinking to various life situations, 

something that is rarely found in history, math, or science. There is no right or wrong answer in 

the arts. The student is free to find their own “right” answer whether it be in analyzing a text, 

responding to an essay prompt, or creating an art project. Gudmund Iversen makes a similar 

point in “Statistics in Liberal Arts Education”: “A liberal arts education is one that has a 

liberating effect on the person receiving this education; it appeals to the higher ideals of human 

life and is not concerned with the necessity of learning specific methods techniques for a trade or 

a profession” (17). If public schools want to establish a good reputation and send their students 

to the top colleges, they need to offer a well-balanced education. Emphasis on liberal arts is just 

as important as an emphasis on all the other subjects. Students will develop a more open mind 

and a better understanding of themselves and the world with liberal and fine arts as part of their 

instruction. 

A background in the arts produces people who are ready to function in society and have a 

scholarly approach to gaining knowledge about the world; people who do not just know how to 

do one specific thing, but are able to do many things. Thus, these courses need to be more 

present in the lives of students in public schools. It is crucial for them to be exposed to all subject 

areas so they can become well-informed and functioning citizens. If they are only taught subjects 

like math and science, they will not learn how to think critically. Students need to know that 

there are answers besides “right” and “wrong.” Creativity is needed in society and without more 

of an emphasis on the arts in education, creativity will not flourish. 
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Art Education Neglected in Public Schools: 

An Annotated Bibliography 

 

Chang, Aurora. “Liberal Arts Education.” Sociology of Education: An A-to-Z Guide. Ed. James 

Ainsworth. Vol. 1. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Reference, 2013. 432-435. Gale Virtual 

Reference Library. Web. 25 Oct. 2015. 

Chang’s article discusses the importance of liberal arts colleges and how they help shape 

students into model citizens. She stresses that a liberal arts education prepares students for a life 

beyond college, while a typical education only prepares them for a job.  

Chang also provides examples of colleges that support liberal arts education such as Yale, 

Amherst College, Williams College, and Davidson College. She talks about the advantages and 

disadvantages of a liberal arts education. Advantages include gaining skills in critical thinking, 

social abilities, and dealing with responsibilities. Disadvantages include not being able to get a 

high paying job and others expressing doubt towards the ability of people with a background in 

this area.  

Iversen, Gudmund R. “Statistics in Liberal Arts Education.” The American Statistician 39.1 

(1985): 17- 19. JSTOR. Web. 25 Oct. 2015.  

Iversen expresses the fact that a liberal arts education can evoke a sense of freedom among 

students because it not just centered on learning one specific skill. It also allows for students to 

gain a better understanding of the world around them.  

Tweti, Mira. “School’s Alumni and Staff Feel Its Art Emphasis Is Neglected.” Nytimes.com. 

New York Times, 5 Dec. 2001. Web. 20 Oct. 2015.  

Tweti’s article explores the difficulty of funding for the arts faced by a public high school in 

Manhattan. The school’s art programs and classes faced major budget cuts due to the demand of 

money needed to further support subjects like history and science. In order to ensure that 

students pass the state administered Regents exams, the school had to concentrate funds on these 

subjects. The school also had trouble finding teachers qualified enough to incorporate math and 

science into their art classes.  

Public schools suffer from a serious lack of funding for liberal arts due to state implemented 

policies and the need for students to pass Regents examinations (Tweti). Yet, a liberal arts 

education has an effect on students in which a sense of freedom is evoked and in turn creates a 

higher level of intellect (Iversen). The state needs to understand that not all public schools are the 

same, and that students should have a say in their own education.  
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A Lack of Art: A Poem 

 

It’s all about math and science, but it’s never about the arts. 

Principals and teachers drive students to have anything but creativity in their hearts.  

Classes regarding Shakespeare rarely ever appear. 

Analysis of dramas in public schools disappear.  

Schools ignore the demands of potential art majors. But if they offered sculpting classes it would 

be in their favor. 

The necessary tools for becoming a well-rounded citizen do not exist in public schools. 

Why are so many institutions full of fools? 

Why do they get to decide what high school students want to study?  

Class schedules need to be picked by students, not forced by administration. 

Students get a pile of physics textbooks, but their creative talents get little demonstration.  

Who’s to say one can only make a career out of being a doctor?  

Is having a background in liberal arts and being able to make money such a shocker? 

All types of passions need to be recognized. 

It isn’t fair that math and science have programs of a bigger size. 

Life is about following passions, 

Not being forced to think in a certain fashion.  
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Analysis of Collage  

The background of the collage is a bright colored, abstract painting so it draws attention to the 

images. The image in the top left-hand corner is the largest because it is meant to appeal to 

people’s sense of humor. The joke is witty and meant to make people think. Science can try to 

convince us that new inventions are always a good idea, and something that can help improve 

society. Humanities on the other hand, can draw us back to reality and provide us with a more 

rational way of applying the information through critical thinking. The image in the bottom 

right-hand corner is there to show common words that are associated with liberal arts and how it 

can apply the arts apply to several aspects of life. The quotations are all grouped together in the 

same general area because they all share a common message: each one expresses an opinion 

about the importance of a liberal arts education, and attempt to persuade the audience to further 

consider this type of education. Incorporating other people’s opinions, other than my own, shows 

that plenty of people feel the same way about liberal arts.  

 

The Liberal Arts Dilemma: A Comic 

 


