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     Arm to Disarm 

       

      Ada Bellantoni 

     

 

Educational professionals are constantly faced with the fear of safety threats in their schools. 

From fire drills to bomb drills, the staff is constantly being reminded that their safety can change 

in a matter of seconds. Violence in schools often seems to be on the rise, and each school -

shooting serves as a reminder that being alert can save lives. Victoria Soto, a first grade teacher 

at Sandy Hook Elementary, was able to save her students by locking them in a closet during the 

20l3 school shooting. Though she was not able to save herself, her actions were life saving for 

the students (Wills). However, if Mrs. Soto had been armed with a gun herself, she may have 

been able to save the lives of more children as well as her own. Guns can be devastating in the 

hand of an insane person; however, they can also be lifesaving tools.  The second amendment 

gives one the right to “keep and bear arms” (US Const. amend. II), enabling citizens to protect 

themselves from danger. With the second amendment’s purpose in mind, teachers should be 

given the necessary tools, which may include having access to guns. Teachers should be freed 

from the limitations that many school systems around the country put on their ability to protect 

their students.   

 

One may argue that guns bring unnecessary danger to schools. For example, the American 

Federation of Teachers responded to Michigan’s proposed Senate Bill 59, which would allow 

guns in schools, stating, “We should be doing everything we can to reduce the possibility of any 

gunfire in schools and concentrate on ways to keep all guns off school property” (Granderson). 

Although this seems like a reasonable point, teachers who are equipped to disarm gunmen with 

only one shot, instead of teachers who are left defenseless, is the more desirable option. There 

are some districts that do allow staff to be armed: David Thweatt, superintendent of the Harrold 

school district in Texas, where employees have been allowed to carry guns in schools since 

2008, told the Fort Worth Star-Telegram: ‘Nothing is 100%. But what we do know is that we've 

done all we can to protect our children’ (Granderson). Since this policy was enacted, there have 

been no incidents of gun violence in the Harrold School District. This school district provides an 

example of what can be accomplished in terms of protecting our schools. While a firearm-

friendly approach may not be appropriate in every school district, such an approach may work in 

quite a few. 

 

Clearly, unarmed teachers and staff are no match for a crazed person who is armed. On 

December 14, 2013, Adam Lanza shot his way into Sandy Hook Elementary School. The 

principal, Dawn Hochsprung, along with five other staff members, tried to stop the gunman at 

various points, but all were fatally injured while trying to shield students.  Twenty students were 

killed in this horrible tragedy, and if it had not been for the heroism of the school staff, that 

number would be much higher (“In Memoriam”).  One may ask, was there anything the staff 

could have done to prevent these students from being hurt? Although one cannot foresee exactly 

what would have happened under evolving circumstances, if any of the adults had been able to 

disarm Lanza, the scenario would likely have unraveled much differently.  

 



  New Voices, New Visions 2015 
 

For example, Principal Dawn Hochsprung immediately recognized the ill intent of Adam Lanza 

and tried to stop him at the door, but failed. Reimagine this scenario with Lanza being met by an 

armed, trained staff member, perhaps even Principal Hochsprung. Though Hochsprung may still 

have been killed, alternate outcomes would have been possible. After the Newtown Shooting, 

Harrold School district superintendent David Thweatt explained that: “[he didn't want a plan 

where students had to] ‘lock yourself in your closet and hope that an intruder won't hurt you. So 

what we came up with was a policy that would protect’” (Zhao). Unfortunately, locking children 

in a closet was the only option the faculty members at Sandy Hook were given. Although one 

cannot say with certainty that there wouldn’t have been mass violence at Sandy Hook 

Elementary that day even if each teacher had been trained to carry a gun, they would have had 

the ability, at least, to confront Lanza effectively.   

 

On college campuses, armed staff members would be able to respond quickly to threats. In April 

2007, there was a shooting at Virginia Tech University, killing 32 people. The gunman, Seung-

Hui Cho, a senior at the school who had a documented history of mental illness, began by killing 

two students in a residence hall and then went on to kill more (“Massacre at Virginia Tech”). 

CNN reported that the first two shootings occurred around 7:00 am. Then, Cho went to mail a 

package (later discovered to be documents for NBC), returning to campus around 9:00 am to 

murder more students.  As with Sandy Hook, imagine that the staff in the residence hall had been 

able to respond immediately. By shooting Cho and disarming him, they could have acted in time 

to save the other 30 lives. If the staff had their own guns as a means of protection, this would 

have decreased their risk, and the risk of all the students on campus, of being victimized 

(“Virginia Tech”).  

 

While many people look at mass shootings as a reason for condemning gun ownership in 

general, others come to the opposite conclusion. The National Rife Association (NRA) 

reportedly received a 11.5% increase in donations after the Sandy Hook shootings bringing their 

donations up to $96.4 million in 2013 (Lovett). President Obama also tried to impose stricter gun 

regulations in the United States in response to the shootings; however, Congress turned against 

these measures because a large proportion of voters believe guns are the only viable way to 

counteract gun violence.  

  

The movement to arm faculty and staff in American’s public schools is gaining momentum. The 

aforementioned Michigan Senate Bill 59, as well as several other individual political groups, is 

accumulating supporters. CNN’s Keith Granderson explains the details of what Michigan’s bill 

calls for:  

  The proposed law would have allowed people with permits to carry concealed  

  weapons and with extra training, to bring their guns to traditional “gun-free”  

  zones such as day care centers and schools. And by ‘extra training,’ the bill called 

  for an additional eight hours and another 94 rounds on the firing range.”   

  (Granderson)  

 

Allowing America’s teachers to be trained to properly use a weapon is the most logical way to 

keep faculty and students safe. This is not to say that all teachers should be required to be armed. 

Schools could allow teachers to opt into or out of the policy if they felt comfortable with it. With 

the ratio of “15.2 public school pupils per teacher in fall 2012” putting one armed person in a 
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room of 16 would dramatically decrease the chances of a shooting because criminals would be 

less likely to target a potentially armed classroom than an unarmed classroom (National Center 

for Education Statistics). Republican Tom Casperson describes the bill as being “a practical way 

to let teachers who’ve completed training protect themselves and their pupils” (Christoff and 

Higgins). The security benefits would put America’s parents at ease while making schools safer. 

 

Such a proposal could be funded through allocating both state and federal government funds 

towards arming and training school personnel. Considering how much America already spends 

on security, this additional expense would be a good investment. The United States department 

of Justice’s budget fact sheet for 2015 explains how their proposed $1.1 billion will be allocated 

to encourage gun safety. It implicitly states: “$147 million is to help state and local governments 

continue to implement the Administration’s proposals for increasing firearms safety and 

supporting programs that help keep communities safe from mass casualty violence” (United 

States). These finds are already allocated to programs similar to the one proposed, which would 

make the costs even less of a deterrent. School districts could have in-house training, on a large 

scale to cut costs, and gun manufacturers who already work with the public sector could also be 

contracted.  

 

Congress must act now to avoid more tragedies from occurring and use our constitutional rights 

to keep America’s schools safe. Arming teachers will allow them to protect themselves and their 

students in the event that an armed assailant does enter their classrooms. Trying to hide students 

from someone intent on doing them harm is often ineffective; therefore, it is only logical that we 

help teachers help themselves. If we do not equip teachers with the right tools to protect their 

students, we are neglecting our responsibility to protect students and are ultimately failing 

America’s children. As NRA Executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre remarked In a New York 

Times interview conducted shortly after the Sandy Hook incident, “The only thing that stops a 

bad guy with a gun, is a good guy with a gun” (Kaufman). 
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