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There I was, ticking away the moments that make up a dull 
day, wasting the hour in an offhand way, until I received a 
message from my girlfriend at the time. Michelle was her 
name— just like my half-sister—and her inner beauty glowed 
with passion and commitment like the sun. But everything that 
seems positive must have a drawback, and this was the day 
when Michelle’s drawback was discovered. The content of the 
message said it all, “Are you embarrassed by me or something? 
Why is the post about us being in a relationship hidden from 
your timeline?” From there, I went on a long journey, 
explaining via numerous texts that I had hid the post because I 
was trying to avoid the usual questions asked by friends and 
family every time I entered a relationship. However, my 
explanation was not enough, so I got rid of the problem by 
getting rid of Michelle. 
 
Today’s technology is groundbreaking. We have rovers free-
roaming on Mars’s surface while we search the web for help on 
our calculus homework. With such access to information, it is 
impossible not to become dependent on technological 
resources. Our satellites transmit messages from pole to pole 
and make our world more global. How long did it take for the 
residents of Sydney, Australia, for example, to find out that 
Justin Bieber, the well-known teen singer, had been arrested 
for driving under the influence in Miami, Florida? Only a few 
minutes, as the local social-media news sites spread his mug 
shots around the internet. Such technology makes the world 
more connected. 
 
As a result, social networking sites and services such as 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Snapchat make it easy for 
Stephen to share where he is headed on his next vacation 
while his girlfriend, Susan, is posting pictures of what she had 
for lunch that day with her old friends. These services are so 
simple to use that we may find ourselves spending more time 
online scrolling down the pages instead of socializing with the 
friends who are sitting next to us.  
 
At some point, what we post on the web feels more important 
than what we are actually saying or doing in real time. We 
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spend countless hours modifying our online persona to match 
or improve upon our physical likeness. Simple and temporary 
states of mind are constantly posted on Facebook and Twitter. 
Facebook is such an Internet giant that even Microsoft Word 
autocorrects me if I start typing Facebook with a lowercase 
letter. 
 
As an individual who does not have a smartphone, nor a data 
or a texting plan on my phone, my experience of the world is 
different than that of my more connected friends. When it is 
someone’s birthday, I would rather go visit or call them, so that 
I can hear the emotion in their voice instead of looking at 
emojis. Michelle, on the other hand, had everything within her 
reach, virtually speaking. Her iPhone’s data and texting plan 
gave her the ability to reach her friends via a variety of social 
networking services. Even though I did not have access to 
these services when I was away from my computer or iPad, she 
seemed to accept this fact. 
 
When things between us quickly escalated into a relationship, 
she requested that I agree to a relationship status change on 
Facebook. According to Jesse Fox:  
An interesting aspect of this affordance is that one partner 
must initiate a relational request and the other must confirm 
that he or she is indeed in a relationship for it to appear on 
both partners’ pages. Thus, one cannot be listed as ‘In a 
Relationship’ with someone without that person’s consent. It is 
unclear, however, how users within and outside of the 
relationship interpret this type of declaration, how this profile 
change is negotiated within a relationship, and if there is a 
consistent interpretation of the meaning of the relationship 
status in terms of the characteristics and commitment of the 
off-line relationship. (Fox, Warber, and Makstaller 1) 
 
I agreed to the change but then hid the post that this change 
generated from the News Feed. So if someone wanted to see 
my relationship status, one would have to click on my profile 
instead of finding the update plastered on their News Feed. 
Michelle quickly noticed what I had done and responded, “Why 
Maximchik? Why?”  
 
 
Although it did not take me long to explain that I liked to avoid 
unnecessary questions from friends, relatives, and my many 
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acquaintances, Michelle was still unhappy. She said hiding the 
post made me seem embarrassed to have her as my girlfriend. 
She knew that I had numerous female friends and that I was 
often surrounded by them, which likely reinforced her feelings 
of insecurity about me. In the end, I let her go to search for 
someone who had a smartphone and was on it 24/7. Good luck 
cyber princess! 
 
Looking back, I realize that Michelle’s cyber image of us was 
more important than what existed in real life. According to 
Angela Thomas: 
 
[There is a] term from drama and theatre studies which best 
describes what I think is happening for me in my experience of 
Second Life, and that is Metaxis. Metaxis is the state of 
belonging completely and simultaneously to two different, 
autonomous worlds: the image of reality and the reality of the 
image. (Thomas 8) 
 
Because technology plays a major role in how we access, 
obtain, and share information with the people around us, we 
face a struggle to separate the physical and virtual worlds. And 
as I have discovered, taking the virtual world too seriously is 
not always healthy.  
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